
Vision Lunch Will Jump-Start New Church Calendar Year

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your 

Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased 
with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from 

all the other people on the face of the earth?”  –Exodus 33:14–16 (NIV)


Without the Lord’s presence, leading, and guidance, what would make the Lord’s people different from all 
others? This was true for Moses as he led the people of God out of Egypt. This is true for us, today, who are 
gathered as Christ’s church. 


Back in January, the pastoral staff and the Church Coordination Team (CCT) began to prayerfully discern 
where the Lord’s presence was leading FBCM for the 2024–25 ministry year. During the CCT Retreat, we 
considered the church’s culture and how that contributed to how we follow God’s presence. Each area of 
ministry made goals and developed a strategy for following God’s call. This is how we came to make Mark 
10:45 our watchword: “Not to be served, but to serve.” 

 
But it does the church no good if the CCT are the only one’s chasing God’s presence through this watchword. 
Vision Lunch is a time for all of us to gather together to embrace this watchword by doing three things: 

1. Thank God for his faithfulness to FBCM last year.

2. Learn about how God’s moving FBCM faithfully into this next year.

3. Take the first steps to follow God’s call.


God is with us. God is guiding us. And he is moving us to lives of service, joy, and love. 


Vision Lunch is a time to join in on what God is already doing in the life of First Baptist Church Muncie!
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Connecting Calling and Calendars

“How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives.” I (Pastor Kendall) meditate regularly on this 
quote by Annie Dillard and Tish Harrison Warren’s book Liturgy of the Ordinary. They keep me grounded. 
They remind me that a life well-lived is not about the quantity of content. God’s design for his people isn’t a 
hyper-programmed, overcommitted schedule.


What we see in Scripture is God giving purpose to his people. God called Abraham to be the father of many 
nations, but interestingly enough, God only gave him one son to whom he should give his time, care, and 
attention. God called Moses to free the Hebrews from slavery, but interestingly enough, God only gave him 
one escape route out of Egypt. Even Jesus, who is King of Kings, remembered to practice what he preached 
in the parable of the Good Shepherd. Jesus regularly left the ninety-nine to go after the one: Zaccheus in 
the tree, the woman who touched the hem of his clothes, you, and even me.


As Christians, a life well-lived is one that is faithful to God’s calling. In a world that is constantly throwing 
more at us, I’m increasingly convinced that the only way to be faithful is to connect our calling with our 
calendars. It’s not about quantity; it’s about the quality of how we spend each day. 


The FBCM leadership team has discerned that from August 2024 to July 
2025 God’s calling our church “not to be served, but to serve.” To be 
faithful to this calling, the CCT has worked to plan each congregational 
event to intentionally correlate to the 4 Ws of that watchword. But this is 
only half of the work to be done. The other half of the work remains in 
your hands. 


You have many choices to make about how you will spend your time in the 
coming days and months. As you make those choices, how will you do the 
work to connect this congregational calling with your personal calendar 
this year?
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